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Sundaram Home Finance
plans to raise over ₹6,000
crore to accelerate its growth
during the current financial
year. 

The funds proposed to be
raised would be through a
mix of refinance from NHB,
bank debt, debentures and
fixed deposits, an o�cial
said.

Q4 PROFIT UP 26%

Sundaram Home Finance re-
ported a 26 per cent rise in its
net profit for the January-
March 2025 quarter to

₹71.57 crore from ₹56.80
crore registered in the cor-
responding quarter of last
financial year. 

Disbursements made dur-
ing the quarter under review
stood at ₹1,929 crore as
against ₹1,469 crore in the
corresponding quarter of
last financial year. The assets
under management during
the financial year ending
March 31, 2025 went up to
₹17,470 crore from ₹13,812
crore in the year ago period.

On the outlook for the fin-
ancial year, the city-
headquartered company’s
MD D Lakshminarayanan
said, “The emergence of
small towns as an economic

growth drive is throwing up a
lot of growth opportunities
for us both in the prime
home finance segment as
well as the emerging busi-
ness segment.” 

EMERGING BUSINESS 

The company’s emerging
business segment has made
disbursements of ₹229 crore
for the year ending March 31,
2025. 

“The emerging business
segment has kicked o� well
in the first phase and we
were able to register an over
60 per cent growth in dis-
bursements last year on the
back of branch expansion in
small towns in TN,”he said.

Press Trust of India 
Chennai

Sundaram Home Finance plans to
raise over ₹6,000 crore this fiscal

The rupee appreciated about
0.8 per cent over the last
week. On Tuesday, it closed
at 84.44 versus the green-
back. 

The rupee performed well
despite the dollar seeing a re-
covery recently.

A slew of factors, particu-
larly since the beginning of
last week helped the rupee.
The Reserve Bank of India
announced that it will
buy ₹1.25 lakh crore worth of
government bonds between
May 6 and May 19. 

This boosted the senti-
ment as the demand for
bonds will lower the interest
rates and put more liquidity
into the system.

Also, since April 28, the
net inflows of the Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPI)
stood at over $800 million as
of May 6, per NSDL data.

Apart from this, OPEC an-

nounced a collective raise in
output of 4,11,000 barrels a
day for June, nearly thrice
the volume actually sched-
uled. 

This is weighing on the
crude oil price and India be-
ing a big importer of the en-
ergy commodity, a lower
crude oil price is good. 

But there are risks. Better-
than-expected jobs (addition
of 1,77,000 jobs versus the
expected 1,38,000 jobs) data
in the US means that the la-
bour market is strong which
will give room for the Fed to
keep the rates unchanged. 

This can be positive for
the dollar.

However, overall, the sen-
timent appears to be in fa-
vour of the rupee. 

That said, although the
charts are positive, it hints at
a roadblock ahead.

CHART 

The rupee rallied to hit an
eight-month high of 83.75 on
Friday before moderating to
the current level of 84.44. 

Per the chart, 84.25 and 84
are notable resistance levels. 

If the local currency de-

clines on the back of this, it
can soften to 84.70 and 85. 

But if the domestic cur-
rency appreciates and breaks
out of 84, it can extend the
rally to 83.50 and 83. 

Looking at the dollar in-
dex, the likelihood for the ru-
pee gaining more is high.

The dollar index, which re-
covered after finding sup-
port at 98 a couple of weeks
ago, is struggling to move
past a barrier at 100.25. 

Until this level holds, the
weakness will persist and can
drag the index back to 98.

That said, if the resistance
at 100.25 is breached, it can
move up to 101.15, a crucial
resistance. 

Only a breach of this can
lead to a sustainable upswing
in the dollar.

OUTLOOK

There is a good chance for
the rupee to appreciate from
the current level of 84.44 to
84 over the next few
sessions.

But since there is a resist-
ance, it might as well stay in
the sideways band of
84-84.70.

Outlook firm; resistance can cap gains 
Akhil Nallamuthu 
bl. research bureau 
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Aptus Value Housing Fin-
ance on Tuesday posted a 26
per cent year-on-year in-
crease in the net profit for
the quarter ended March
2025 (Q4) on the back of
strong growth in disburse-
ments. 

The net profit for the
March quarter stood at ₹207
crore compared to ₹164
crore in the same quarter last
fiscal. Disbursements during
the quarter rose 10 per cent
y-o-y to ₹1,064 crore. Total
assets under management

(AUM) stood at ₹10,865
crore as of March 31, repres-
enting a 25 per cent increase
compared to the year-ago
period. 

P Balaji, Managing Dir-
ector, Aptus Value Housing
Finance said that during
FY25, the company expan-
ded its footprint by opening
38 branches and increased
its network to 300 locations.
“In FY25, we disbursed
₹3,604 crore, achieving a 15
per cent year-on-year
growth.” 

Aptus posted a 23 per cent
y-o-y growth in net profit,
reaching ₹751 crore in FY25,
supported by business ex-

pansion and stable asset
quality. 

The company said that it
has reached a 92 per cent ad-
option rate for digital agree-
ments, their digital collec-
tions remained strong at 96
per cent, and the penetration
of account aggregators in-
creased to 57 per cent.

However, gross non-per-
forming assets (GNPA) rose
marginally to 1.19 per cent in
quarter ended March 2025
compared to 1.07 per cent in
Q4FY24. 

Net NPAs were at 0.89 per
cent in March 2025 com-
pared to 0.80 per cent in the
same quarter last year. 

Our Bureau
Chennai

Aptus Value Housing Fin Q4 net up
26% y-o-y on strong disbursements

The country-wide mock drill
on Wednesday will cover 244
‘civil defence districts’,
mapped for housing sensit-
ive installations such as nuc-
lear plants, military bases,
refineries and hydroelectric
dams. 

The exercise will assess
real-time strategic emer-
gency response to an im-
pending threat of a retali-
ation to India’s vow of
hunting down Pakistan-
based terrorists and their
handlers for the massacre of
26 tourists in the Pahalgam
attack on April 22.

Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan on Tuesday
chaired a high level meeting
with the Chief Secretaries
and other top o�cials of the
States and Union Territories
to formalise the standard op-
erating procedure of con-
ducting the mock exercise,
code named ‘Operation Ab-
hyaas’ and happening for the
first time after the 1971 war.  

The meeting took place
through video conference.

The State governments and
UT administrations seeking
the participation of the State
Disaster Response Force and
various district depart-
ments, including the police,
civil defence wardens and
volunteers, home guards
(active as well as reservists),
National Cadet Corps, Na-
tional Service Scheme,
Nehru Yuva Kendra
Sangathan and students
came up for discussion at the
meeting.

The drill is likely to hap-
pen from 4 pm on Wednes-
day, as was agreed in the
meeting but sources clarified
that the timing of the event

in no way reflects the imme-
diate threat of a conflict with
Pakistan. 

The Directorate General
of Fire Service, civil defence
and home guards, which
comes under the MHA, shot
o� a letter on May 5, to in-
form Chief Secretaries of
States and Union to conduct
a mock drill for assessing
civil defence preparedness in
their respective identified
vulnerable areas.

MEASURES IN PLACE

The Directorate General of
Civil Defence, outlined
measures that have to be ex-
ecuted for a successful mock

drill. These include opera-
tionalisation of warning
sirens in case of air raids by
enemy fighter jets or any
other incoming weapon of
mass destruction. Similarly,
operationalising hotline/ra-
dio communication links
with the Indian Air Force, ac-
tivating and manning con-
trol rooms/ shadow control
rooms and also snapping
electricity to black out dis-
tricts in case of an escalation
by an adversary nation.

Another step is training
civilians, students and oth-
ers on the civil defence as-
pects to protect themselves
in the event of a hostile at-
tack. Not believing in ru-
mours is equally part of the
drill. Besides that, early cam-
ouflaging of vital plants and
installations, cleaning of
bunkers and trenches that
mostly exist in large num-
bers in border districts.

The conduct of the exer-
cise is planned up to the vil-
lage level, to bolster civil de-
fence till the last tier of
governance, given that it is
considered integral to the
nation’s passive defence
strategy.

On the basis of threat per-
ception, the MHA has
clubbed all the civil defence
districts into three categor-
ies in collaboration with the
Ministry of Defence.

DISTRICT CATEGORIES

Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Surat and Vadodara, among a
dozen cities, figure in cat-
egory 1 civil defence dis-
tricts. These are followed by
200 such districts which are
comparatively less vulner-
able such as Hyderabad,
Ahmedabad, Jamnagar and
North Goa, fall under the
category 2. And, finally,
around 40 like Pulwama,
Aurangabad, and Ratnagiri
come under category 3, as
per the classifications done
by the MHA.

Nineteen districts of UP,
13 of Gujarat, 5 of Madhya
Pradesh and 3 of Karnataka
will witness live mock drills
like the rest of India on Wed-
nesday. Meanwhile, PM Nar-
endra Modi continued his
parleys with security and
military top brass, with NSA
Ajit Doval meeting him over
brewing tensions with
Pakistan. 

GEARING UP. Union Home Secretary chaired a high-level meeting to formalise SOPs for ‘Operation Abhyaas’ 

Dalip Singh
New Delhi

ON ALERT. The exercise, which will cover 244 districts, will
assess emergency response to situations like missile strikes or
aerial attacks ANI 

Stage set to check civil defence
preparedness in today’s mock drill

In the aftermath of the Pa-
halgam attack, a pronounced
shift is evident in the stance
of major political parties in
the Valley. 

Whether the National
Conference (NC), the
People’s Democratic Party
(PDP) or the Peoples Con-
ference (PC), each party has
called for action while con-
spicuously refraining from
advocating dialogue with
Pakistan. Previously, their
expected line may have been
urging for a dialogue with
Pakistan to prevent such ter-
ror incidents. But this has
been replaced by a more cau-
tious response, marking a
significant departure from
their earlier stand. 

While the incident
sparked widespread outrage,
the political class batted for a
decisive action against the
perpetrators, showing hardly
any sympathy for Pakistan.
“The usual calls for engaging
with Pakistan or upbraiding
the Central government are
missing this time. It is per-
haps for the first time,” said a
Valley-based political
analyst.

On April 28, NC President
Farooq Abdullah told re-

porters in Srinagar that
earlier he used to favour dia-
logue with Pakistan, but now
the nation wanted decisive
action to prevent such
incidents.

Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah during a day-long spe-
cial session of the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly, said
that he would not use the at-
tack to demand the return of
Statehood. He said that se-
curity was not under his con-
trol but as Chief Minister, he
had invited the tourists and
as host it was his duty to en-
sure their safe return. The
statement signifies a meas-
ured political approach over
leveraging the event to criti-
cise the Central government.

Former Chief Minister
and PDP President Me-
hbooba Mufti spoke to Home
Minister Amit Shah and con-
veyed to him that she stood
with the nation in this hour
of mourning. Mufti refrained
from criticising the Central
government and adopted a
more measured tone, espe-

cially in light of the security
forces’ actions, which in-
cluded demolishing the
homes of terrorists and de-
taining hundreds for
questioning.

Similarly, PC leader Sajad
Lone in a post on X termed
the mass outrage against the
Pahalgam attack as a rare oc-
currence, a first of its kind in
the last 78 years. “…There is a
general feeling across the
valley that whole family is
being punished for the ac-
tions of one person. We ap-
proached the court also and
termed it as a form of collect-
ive punishment.. Using col-
lectiveness to define crimin-
ality or terrorism is a curse
and will never allow recon-
ciliation and social intro-
spection,” he wrote.

‘SOCIETAL SHIFT’

Rekha Choudhary, an expert
in identity politics and
former professor at the Uni-
versity of Jammu, told busi-

nessline that the shift is more
societal than political.
“Kashmiri society responded
to the killings with unpre-
cedented outrage, even be-
fore the political class could
articulate a response,” she
said. Choudhary described it
as a crucial moment in the
last 35 years of Kashmir’s
conflict.

Gulzar Bhat 
Srinagar

Kashmir’s political class retreats
from Pakistan outreach, post-attack 
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यिुलया-
दीपकची जमली 
जोडी...

लमान खान आिण युिलया 
वंतरू वयाच्या ४४ व्या वषर्ी 
अिभनय के्षत्रात पदापर्ण 

करणार आहे. ती एका इंग्रजी शॉटर् 
िफल्ममधनू डेब्य ूकरणार आहे. ५ मे २०२५ 
रोजी युिलया वंतरूने िचत्रपट समीक्षक 
तरण आदशर् यांची पोस्ट सोशल 
मीिडयावर िरशेअर करत चाहत्यांना 
आपल्या आगामी प्रोजेक्टबद्दल अपडेट 
िदली होती. ‘इकोज ऑफ अस’ असं या 
िचत्रपटाचं नाव आहे. 

स

‘िसतारे जमीन पर’चे पिहले 
पोस्टर आले

यावषर्ी सुपरिहट झालेला ‘तारे जमीन पर’ हा िचत्रपट अनेकांना आजही 
आवडतो. याच िचत्रपटाचा िसक्वेल असलेल्या आगामी ‘िसतारे जमीन 
पर’ िचत्रपटाची आज अिधकृत घोषणा झाली आहे. आिमरच्या आगामी 

िचत्रपटाचे पिहले पोस्टर आज चाहत्यांच्या भेटीला आले आहे. या िचत्रपटात अिभनेत्री िजिनिलया 
देशमुख आिमर खानसोबत झळकणार आहे. 
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Advertorial n Entertainment n Tv n Promotional Features

िदलजीत 
दोसांझ हा 
गायक असा 
आहे की, िजथेही 
गेला ितथे 
आपली संस्कृती 
घेऊन जातो. तो 
मेट गाला २०२५ 
मध्ये देखील 
पंजाबी वारशाचे 
प्रितिनिधत्व 
केले. त्याचा 
लकू एखाद्या 
महाराजांप्रमाणे 
िदसत होता. 
त्याने आयव्हरी 
पगडी घालनू 
लकू आकषर्क 
बनवला होता.

पजंाबी वारशाला 
सलाम...

‘मेट गाला २०२५’च्या 
कापर्ेटवर बेबी बंप 
फ्लॉन्ट करणारी िकयारा 
ही एकटी नाही ठरली, 
तर जगप्रिसद्ध स्टार 
िरहाना हीदेखील बेबी 
बंपसह ढास ूलकूमध्ये 
पाहायला िमळाली. 
िरहानाने राखाडी टू-पीस 
आउटिफटसह काळा 
ब्लेझर पिरधान केलं 
होतं. यावर ितनं 
स्टायिलश  
हॅट कॅरी 
केली. 

क्वीन 
ऑफ मेट 
गाला

‘मेट गाला २०२५’

‘बे्रव्हहाट्र्स’ 
डे्रस

िकयाराचा 

अिभनते्री िकयारा अडवाणी ितच्या प्रगे्नेंसीमळेु बऱ्याच 
काळापासनू चचर्ेत होती. आता ती मटे गालामध्य ेपिहल्यांदा 
सामील झाली. ितच्या ड्रसेला ‘ब्रवे्हहाट्र्स’ अस ेनाव दणे्यात 

आल ेहोत,े ज ेमिहलांच्या शक्तीच,े माततृ्वाच ेआिण बदलाच्या 
नवीन टप्प्याच ेप्रतीक आह.े 

यॉकर् मध्ये आयोिजत ‘मेट गाला २०२५’ या 
सोहळ्यात जगभरातील अनेक तारे-
तारकांनी हजेरी लावली. भारतातनू 

शाहरुख खान, िकयारा अडवाणी, िदलजीत दोसांझ, 
मनीष मल्होत्रा, ईशा अंबानी हे सेिलिब्रटी 
पोहोचले. प्रत्येकाच्याच लकूची सध्या सवर्त्र 
चचार् आहे. 

न्यू

सेिलिब्रटींचा
शाहरुख खानच ेचाहत ेजगभर 
असल ेतरी मटे गालामध्य ेमात्र 
परदशेी मीिडयान ेत्याला 
ओळखलं नाही. त्याचं झालं 
असं की, मीिडयासमोर 

यतेाच शाहरुख सवार्ंना ‘हॅलो’ 
म्हणाला. तवे्हा पत्रकारांनी 

त्याला नाव िवचारलं. यावर 
तो उत्तर दते ‘आय ॲम 
शाहरुख...’ असं म्हणतो. जलवा

िनक-िप्रयकंाचा  

िकस 
चचर्ेत

‘मटे गाला २०२५’मध्य ेगलेले्या 
िप्रयंका-िनकचा िव्हडीओ सोशल 
मीिडयावर वगेान ेव्हायरल होत 
आह.े यािशवाय दोघांनी 
एकमकेांना िमठी मारली आिण 
सवार्ंसमोर िकस केलं. 

िंकग खानला 
मीिडयाने 
ओळखले नाही
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